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Given the circumstances which the
Rainbow Hub Advisory Group found
itself in in June 2024, we should be
proud of what our small group of
volunteers has achieved over the last
12 months: We are still seen by the
community as a professional,
committed and valued advocacy
group for the older LGBTI+
communities in South Australia.

This was particularly apparent with
the large number of South Australian
LGBTI+ organisations who offered
support when COTA SA no longer
required an advisory group structure.
The groups that offered assistance
included Thorne Harbour Health,
Eldercare, Uniting Communities, South
Australian Rainbow Advocacy Alliance,
Diverse-City, Catalyst Foundation and
COTA SA itself. We are now seen as
independent and a community-led
organisation.

We have developed a strong,
independent organisation. In
particular, we must acknowledge the
persistent work of former Committee
member Stephen Leahy and current
Committee member Neil Whittenbury
in developing our constitution,
achieving charity status and other
set-up formalities.
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CHAIR’S REPORT
Peter Jones
Foundation Chair, 
Rainbow Hub SA

We must acknowledge the tragic
loss of our dear Cris Davis. Her vision
for Rainbow Hub SA provided us with
the foundation and fervour to
continue along the path we are
moving.

The Rainbow Dog Project is breaking
new ground and providing a
foundation for community-led
research.

While we were unsuccessful in
winning the contract to present Silver
Rainbow Training, our efforts to
create our own training modules is
well in hand.

We must acknowledge the work
Monty Khizam did for Rainbow Hub
SA before she resigned due to work
clashes. The whole Committee has
been hard working, visionary and
dedicated to advocacy for and with
the older LGBTI+ Community.

Our monthly lunches at the Treasury
have continued and we have a loyal
following of older LGBTI+ people with
whom we connect, share information
and offer support. We need to
strengthen our follow-up of first-time
attendees to encourage return
attendance. 

We commissioned a film to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary
of the Decriminalisation of
Homosexuality in South Australia. This
year we participated in Feast Festival,
including the Feast Picnic, as well as
Adelaide Pride March among other
activities and continue to be seen by
the community in a very positive
way.
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We have continued publishing our
regular e-newsletter led by Jackie
Wurm and the ongoing development
of the Facebook presence is
commendable.

I thank the rest of the Committee for
their hard work, commitment and
support: Jess Evans, Desmond Ford,
Robyn Lierton, Pam Price, Pat Pearson,
Neil Whittenbury, Jackie Wurm.
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I also must thank our partners,
husbands and wives who support us
to work for Rainbow Hub SA.
Welcome Robyn and Desmond to
our Committee, and I know with your
backgrounds in support services and
advocacy for the older rainbow
community, we are strengthened by
you being with us. Thanks to the
diligence of Treasurer Pat and Neil,
we find ourselves in a sound financial
position.

I look forward to a busy year ahead
and the culmination of projects like
the Rainbow Dog and the film of
which we can be proud.

Chair’s Report continues
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Pat Pearson
Foundation Treasurer, 
Rainbow Hub SA

Financial management is overseen by a
subcommittee of the Committee and
funding has come from a variety of
sources including grants, donations and
education and training.

We received two generous donations
since our inception as an independent
organisation in July 2024, with the first
coming from COTA SA which supported
both our infrastructure costs and
enabled us to complete the research
stage of the Rainbow Dog Project.

The second generous donation came
from the Fay Fuller Foundation which
supported us to continue building a
strong organisation focused on
advocacy for older LGBTI+ people, as
well as embedding some of the Rainbow
Dog project findings into our 2025-27
Strategic Plan which are now being
actioned.

We have also been the recipient of
donations through the Rainbow Giving
Australia’s annual GiveOUT Day
campaign as well as individual
donations from our LGBTI+ community.

Further income sources have come from
providing LGBTI+ education to the acute
hospital sector.

The Committee sincerely thanks all
those funders for your generous
contributions. You have provided us the
current financial stability to continue our
work with the older LGBTI+ community
and we look forward to working with you
in the future.
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STRATEGIC PLAN

VISION MISSION VALUES

2025-2027

Older LGBTI+ people
are living their best

lives as active, valued
and engaged

members of the
community.

To advocate with 
and for our

community to create
an inclusive, safe &

welcoming
environment that

supports and
promotes older
LGBTI+ people.

We acknowledge 
that we stand and

work on the Lands of
First Nations people

across South
Australia. 

We pay our respects
to Elders past, present

and emerging. 

We also acknowledge
the work of LGBTI+
people who have

contributed to better
lives for our

community through
their advocacy and

activism. 

Advocacy is at the
heart of our work. 

The Rainbow Hub SA Committee
adopted a Strategic Plan 2025 – 2027 
to guide our work. Our six objectives are
addressed below our Vision, Mission 
and Values.
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https://rainbowhubsa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/RHSA-Strategic-Plan-2025-27.pdf


ADVOCACY

BUILDING COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

Rainbow Dog Project – 2 community
consultation workshops to progress
the project

Letter to media re Standing in
Solidarity with Trans & Gender
Diverse people

Attended COTA SA Policy Council - 5
meetings

Contributed to COTA SA’s Submission
to the SA Department of Human
Services Suicide Prevention Action
Plan 2025-2028

Presented at the Festival for the
Future in Mt Gambier October 2024
and Victor Harbor May 2025. 

Hosted 12 lunches at the Treasury
attended by 271 community
members 

11 eNews were sent out to a growing
number of subscribers

Collaborated with Centacare Port
Pirie, Lifeline Clare, Mid North Arts (SA)
and Uniting Country SA to plan a
rainbow presence at Mid-North
Country markets in Clare,
Peterborough and Pt Pirie.
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Victor Harbour Festival for the Future photo by Chrissie Roberts

Monthly Lunch 



CELEBRATION

COLLABORATION

Nominated for a PRIDE Award 2025
as Community Group of the Year
(finalist)

2024 PRIDE March debut

Celebrated the life of our friend and
Foundation Committee Member Cris
Davis, who died on 24 October 2024.

Joined South Australian Rainbow
Advocacy Alliance and LGBTIQ+
Health Australia

Feast event/s – hosted lunch and
had a Picnic in the Park stall 

Invited speaker at the Learnings from
LGBTIQ+ Philanthropy breakfast in
Adelaide

Invited speaker A Friend of Dorothy
panel Adelaide Fringe Festival

Invited speaker South Australian
Rainbow Advocacy Alliance IDAHOBIT
panel

Invited partner at the Softball SA
Pride Round.
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2024 Pride March photo by Ray Ja Cris Davis Memorial

2024 Feast Picnic in the Park 



EDUCATION &
CONSULTANCY 

SUSTAINABILITY

Presented to the Multicultural
Communities Council of SA Ageing
Well Network

Delivered training to Lyell McEwin
Hospital Allied Health staff.

The Committee met on 12 occasions

Adopted policies: Conflict of Interest,
Finance, Governance and Privacy

Participated in the 2024 GiveOUT Day
– exceeded our target and raised
around $4,200 towards promotion
and outreach

Farewelled valued Committee
members Stephen Leahy and Monty
Khizam

Welcomed Robyn Lierton and
Desmond Ford to the Committee

Received funding from Fay Fuller
Foundation

Established our website, publishing
40 blogs and other resources,
maintained a Facebook page,
created a booking system for events
and a YouTube Channel.

NOTE all photos by Jackie Wurm except
where indicated
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Rainbow Dog consultation workshop photo by Sue Gallpen Pride March 

Monthly lunch Monthly lunch 

2025 SA Pride Awards photo by Thorne Harbour Health Monthly lunch 



PO Box 135 Torrensville Plaza SA 5032 
0487 033 684 
info@rainbowhubsa.com 
ABN: 21 259 183 476

rainbowhubsa.com


